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SEAT OF THE CAMPAIGN IN GERMANY. 


T Magdeburg, the French pretend they will stop the pro- 
gress of the Russians; and in the vicinity of that for- 
tress, it is understood, Buonaparte means, if any where, again 
totry the fortune of war in a general battle. Magdeburg is 
considered a sort of internal Gibraltar, requiring a vast army 
to forin the siege, and a great length of time to reduce it. The 
Prussian goveinor surrendered it without making any defence, 
alter the battle of Jena, being bribed, it issaid, by Buonaparte; 
and he was convicted and disgraced for his crime, after the 
termination of the war. The French have ever since made it 
their grand depot, their place of arms and stores, and of assem- 
blage for their forces, with a view to maintain their acquisi- 
tions, and to carry on their recent ulterior designs for the con- 
quest of Russia, and the eatire subjugation of the north, At 
present it constitutes their chief point of defence; for, if they 
lose Magdeburg, they have no alternative but to repass the 
Rhine, Consequently, they have supplied it, as far as possible, 
with the means of sustaining a long aod vigorous siege; but 
the garrison, as well as that of Danuzic, sufferg dreadfully from, 
sickness, the consequence of the fatigue and exhaustion of 
the Russian campaign. It is said that a deficiency of salt is 
felt as particularly distressing. The following articles contain 
some historical and satisfactory particulars ; 
Vol, 53. 3 fF Mag- 
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Magdeburg, a large, well-built, and trading town of Lower 
Sasony, capital of a dachy of the same name. Among the 
public buildings are the king’s palace, anciently the residence 
of the bishops, the aimoury, the governor’s house, and the 
guildhall, where the regency and the consistory are beld. In 
the cathedral is a superb mausvleum of Otho the Great. The 
cathedral square is ornamented with large clegant houses, and 
its area is.well paved. Here are different manufactories of 
cotton and linen goods, stockings, hats, beautiful leather gloves, 
tobacco, and snutf; but the priucipal are those of woollen and 
silk. It is happily situated tor trade, having an easy communi- 
cation with Hamburgh by the Elbe, and lying on the road be- 
tween Upper and Lower Germany. It was taken by storm in 
1631, by the imperial General Tilly, who burnt the town, and 
massacred the inhabitants, of Whom only 800 escaped out of 
40,000; and many young women plunged into the Elbe to 
escape violation. It is strongly fortified, -having, among 
other works, a citadel seated on an island in the river Elbe, 
and is 52 miles W.5. W. of Potsdam. Lat. 52. 11. N. long. 
41.45 LE. 

Bremen, a duchy in the circle of Lower Saxony, the whole 
a vast plain, almost surrounded by the Weser and the Elbe, 
with Oldenburgh and the German Ocean on the west. It con- 
tains 111 Lutheran churches, and 137 pastors, under a general 
superintendant. The air is cold, but the country Is well peo- 
pled, and fertile in grain, fruits, flax, &c. and produces large 
breeds of cattle. They have manufactures of cordage, linen, 
and woollen stuffs. 1t formerly was subject to the Swedes, but 
was conquered by the Danes in 1712, who transferred it, toge- 
ther with Verden, to the elector of Hanover, in 1715, for 
700,000 rix dollars; and in 1719, the ‘crown of Sweden re- 
nounced all the rights and sppurtenancies of the two duchies, 
in favour of the elector, George [. of England, for a million 
of rix dollars, lo the winter it is subject to inundations, and 
in 1617, several thousands of cattle were drowned, besides se- 
veral hundreds of the inbabitants. The capital is Bremen, a 
large, populous, and imperial city, seated on the Weser. Lat. 
33. 6. N. long. 8. 48. FE. 
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INTERESTING TRIAL. 





COURT OF KING’S BENCH, Aprit jo. 
POWELL AND OTHERS, v. CARRICK AND OTHERS. 


8 ery was an action Of assumpit for the non-performance 
of a special agreement for the purchase of wool. The 
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same question had been before tried, in the case of Powell 
v. Divett, 15 East. 29, and the plaintiff was non-suited because 
the broker, at the request of gue of the plainiifls, bad inserted 
a memorandum io his note without the cognisance of defenr 
dant. On this occasion natice to the defendant to produce his 
note was proved, but it was refused. Marsh, who hag been 
the broker employed between the parties, swore, that an entry 
in a book, which was put into lis hand, was the copy of the 
bought note as to the substance; but in the beok the entry 
was not signed, and it was headed as the sold note. 

Mr. Park objected to the book being evidence, as_plain- 
tiff had the original sold note, aud the eutry was not a literal 
copy. 

Lord Ellenborough said he did not admit it as a copy, and 
it was mesely the common case of notice being given toa 
party to produce a paper, which he refusing, parole evidence 
might be given of its contents, and the entry in the book was 
merely to assist Lis memory. 

The contract was then read, which stated, that defendant 
purchased of plaintitf a quantity of Spanish wool, af certain 
inarks aid numbers, payable by their acceptances at two, four, 
six, and eight months, with the customary tares and allow- 
ances. 

Mr. Marsh then swore, that he saw the samples before the 
contract was entered into, but only a part of the bags; they 
were all landed and warehoused. That be got an order of de- 
livery, and that 21 bags had beeu delivered, i0 or 11 of which 
were delivered to defendant on the i0th or 11th of April. 
The variation in price, between April and July, was from 
6d. to 9d. per Ib. On his cross examination, he swore, that 
defendants had repudiated the bargain in the month of May, 
and that at the suggestion of Mitchell, one of the then plain- 
tiffs, he added to the bought note a memorandum, stating that 
defendant must take a quantity of damaged wool at an allow- 
ance: he remonstrated against it: he did not give the defen- 
dants notice of the alteration for some months. The samples 
had been lying in the drawing-room of the importers, and ap- 
peared to him to be in coudition. They began to weigh the 
wool on the 6th of April: they were in a most unmerchantable 
condition ; 70 were in such a state they could not teil of what 
kind they were. The warehouseman had taken off a great part 
of the rotten and very wet, but some were suo wet that it was 
impossible to say what the real weight should be. On disco- 
vering their condition, he wrote to Mitchell, who came to 
London from Bristol : he met M’Clean, one of the defendants, 
at witness’s office. M’Clean objected to all the bags that were 
wet. Mitchell said, an allowance must be made to buyers; but 
M’Clean said, it was impessible to ascertain what injury they 
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had sustained. The witness also swore, that above 170 bags, 
out of 599, were entirely objectionable, and that wools that 
had been wet, and were repacked, were not reckoned mer- 
chantable : they also exercised their judgment as to what mark 
they should put on those bags which had not any mark. On 
re-examination he swore, that after Mr. Mitchell came to town, 
his clerk acted entirely under his direction. 

Lord E llenborough said, if an article be not equal to the 
sample, it is a fraud, and vacates the agreement; and toset the 


contract upon its legs they must prove, that after knowing of 


the difference between the sample and the article, they ugreed 
to take the bargain. 

The solicitor-general contended, that by taking a part they 
bound themselves to take the whole. 

Lord Ellenborough said, he would leave it to the jury to 
consider whether the defendants were so enamoured of a Joss 
of 25,000]. as to take it; for if they took: it by mistake, they 
would be liable only for the amount of those they took, 

The solicitor-general stated, he would prove that the sample 


was a fair picture of the aniele, and that it was the custom af 


the wool trade, that whatever was damaged should be rejected, 
and that judgment should be exercised as to those wiibout 
marks. 

Lord Ellenhorough said, it could not be lawful to christen 
the bags at random, and io point of law, when bags of a cer- 
tain description were contracted for, the seller could not put in 
any thing by chance. [t was not within the contract; selling 
not according to sample was fraudulent. 

A gentleman was then called to prove that such was the 
custom of the wool-trade, but the jury declaring that they did 
not entertain any doubt, the plainuff was non-suited. ' 


A SERIES OF NAVAL BULLETINS, 





INSCRIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 


BY LIEUTENANT D. O'BRIEN, R.'N. 
(Continued from Page 331.) 


} AVING nothing to expect from this good couple, we paid 

them for every thing in a very handsome manner, and at 
dark departed from them F they repeatedly threatened to bring 
the mayor to us, if we remained a moment longer ; but all their 
threats were in yain, we were resolved not to move until dark, 
least we migzat have been arrested, or some plot have been laid 
by the inhospitable paix, We were now puzzled to know how 
to 
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to act, and imagined that the account given, with respect to 
the fishing boats, was partly true. Sometimes we supposed it 
would be betier to proceed towards Kotterdam; at others we 
thought of crossing the Canche, and directing our course to- 
wards St. Vallery; but at last we all accorded unanimously to 
cross the river, as the safest method for that night, and then 
proceed to some villages that were close down on the sea coast, 
We were thus consulting, when the shepherd’s daaghter ap- 
peared, and told us, that her fathe r had sent her to shew us a 
house, where we were certain of finding 2 person that would 
be of service to us, and who would put us across the river, 
which was by far the safest side. We thanked the girl, who 
appeared the whole evening very much affected at the conduct 
of her parents; and she returned, begging us not to mention, 
at this house, who had direcied us there, which, of course, we 
promised, and perfor med. 

One wes now deputed to go to reconnoitre the house; it was 
about ten o’clock—the house on the side of the read—a num- 
ber of soldiers passing on their route to the camp: this circum- 
stance retarded our project, as we were obliged to keep within 
ahedge, wil those fellows had passed, which was eleven 
o'clock. ‘Iheu Mr. Tuthill (the deputed person,) advanced, 
and in a short time returned, and informed us that he had seen 
#man who had given him some hopes—that he would join us 
shortly ; thie was most welcome news. The person made his 
appearance, and told us he would direct us to a friend’s house 
on the other side, who would, he believed, do what we wished 
—My God! what joyful intelligence! his boat would put us 
across, as soon as she should be afloat; the tide of floo4 was 
then making, and he would return egain to where we were in 
an hour, which was the time he supposed the boat would be 
afloat. We were now in wonderful spirits—changed our situ- 
ation, lest this fellow might have been a scoundrel sent to de- 
ceive us, and placed ourselves where we could easily discover, 
whether he had any people with him when returning. At the 
appointed time he came, where he supposed to find us, by him- 
self, which convinced us his intentions were more honest to- 
wards us than we supposed. In a few minutes we were trans- 
ported to the opposite side, where he secured his boat, and 
guided us to the house above mentioned, assuring us that they 
were people we could depend upon, and who bad many friends, 


‘fishermen, on the water side: he would not enter the cottage, 


or hut, but quitted us at the threshold, having received a sufti- 
cient recompense for the trouble we had given: we knocked 
repeated!y at the door—it began to rain very heavily—nor 
could we gain admitiance, until we had given repeated asse- 
rances that we were particular friends, who only wished to be 
slicltered a few aninutes from the inclemency of the wee- 
they. 
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ther. These protestations at length gained us permission to 
enter. 

The man and woman of the house stared at us with great 
amazement; and finding that we were utter strangers to them, 
they begged to know our mission. We requested they would 
make themselves quite easy upon that head—that we were ab- 
soluiely come as tneuds in distress, to solicit their assistance 
pad protection, and not to do them the smallest injury, We 
then informed them, that we were Frenchmen, who avxiously 
wished to be transported, as quickly as possible, iuto some part 
of Normandy or Brittany, We made them handsome oilers 
to encourage them, but without effect. ‘The woman observed, 
that it was true, she had a brother, a fisherman, in a village on 
the sea.coast, but his boat had been taken round to Estaples, 
aud he was obliged, when he wished to go out to tis, to embark 
at that town, going through the forms already observed : this 
induced us to credit, ina great measure, what thes shepherd 
had already stated. ‘This history was also aflirmed by the 
husband. ‘They informed us, that on our arrival, they sus- 
pected us to be gens d’arines in disguise. These seoundreis, 
it appears, are frequently in the habit of imposing upon their 
poor countrymen in this manner. These good tolks insisted 
UpOD our quilting the house: we pleaded the badness of the 
weather, begged of them to allow us a barn, cow-house, or even 
a hog-sty, sooner than be compelled to proceed any further in 
sach inclement weather; they were, however, positive, aad we 
were under the necessity of proceeding, literally in a deluge. 
They, bowever, had the goodness to point out a direction to 
ns, that led to a barn at sume distanee from a farni-house : this 
barn, they observed, was full of hay, and very. seldoim visited, 
therefore, we could very safely remain concealed in it, until the 
folowing vight: they advised us alse to proceed towards 
Dieppe, or St. Vallery, as the most probable places for finding 
a beat. 

We were now once more in a wandcring situation, found 
there was no confidence to be placed in aay thing scarcely 
tirat these wretehes said. The weatiier, however, and the ap- 
proach of day, obliged us to pat the veracity of their last infor- 
mation to trial. We shortly discovered the baru and farm- 
honse, and had the good.fortune to arrive at the former a litte 
treiore day-light; found it full of bay,.as they stated ; a most 
timely relief for us, being quite drencbed with the incessant 
raip, and all over mud and dirt: each soon found, or made a 
convenient hole for himself through the bay, taking the pre- 
caution to work a good way down, and to cover himself well 
over, lest our steps mato this place should lead to suspicion, and 


we might be discovered: indeed we were suspicious even of 


ihe very people who had directed us hither. So great was our 
Opl- 
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opinion now of the folks we bad to deal with. We fell inte a 
most profound sicep, nor did I awake until nine o’clock, (I'ri- 
day, September 18ih), whea I beard my name called repeatediy 
by Mr. Tuthill: be proposed that we should quit this place im- 
mediately, and get down to the sea side, as the day was the only 
time to succeed in procuring a boat, from the method tHey had 
taken of securing them at night. To me, this proposition ap- 
peared replete with temerity ; the others did not approve of it, 
nor did they take much pains to contradict it. I used the 
most forcible arguments | was master of, to dissuade them 
from so rash a proceeding—pointed out the caution we had 
observed in the inland parts of the country, as the only thing 
that had insured our success in artiving where we then were: 
although there wes much less danger in the interior thaa 
on the sea coast, where there would be of course a strict 
look-out kept, by custom-house officers, gardes de céte, Ke. 

My observations gave rise to a number of arguments; and, 
if I recollect right, Mr. Tuthill observed, that he would quit 
the barn, and proceed by himself, if we persevered in remain- 
ing any longer there. 1 suggested it as the best plan to wait 
until night: we could, in the event of not succeeding, always 
make this our rendezvous, and could arrive at it before day- 
light—procuring subsistence at some lonely cottage during 
the night. All my rietoric was in vain; they ail appeared 
tc be desirous to try their fortune by doy-light.: [ then 
requested, at any rate, that they would wait until noon, 
the usual time for the country people to dine—as we 
might with ihe more facility get away unnoticed: this was 
agreed to, and at noon we made asortie, and got on the high 
road, leading in the direction we intended to take, without be- 
ing seen by any body. We proceeded along, apparently wit 
great intrepiditv— although, | confess, L had the greatest dread 
of being each moment stopped. It proved to be market dag 
at Usiaples; the road was sometimes very much crowded with 
country people, going to, and returning from the ferry boat. We 
passed so many without experiencing any thing disagreeable, 
that | began to think we would succced in getting to the sande- 
hiils,* without interrtption, where we could remain ontil night 
in perfect security. If we were thus fortunate, I considered it 
would be owing to every one imacining, that no suspicious pecs 
ple would attempt to pass so public a way, in the middle of the 
day: but our hopes were too sanguine, as the reader will soon 
discover, and my apprehensions appeared to have been tivo 
well founded. 

* There are a great number of those hills close duwn to the water 
side in the vicinity of Estapies. 


(To be continued.) 
6 Re- 
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Remarkable Swarms of Locusts in India. 
Gua ior, June 27, 1811. 


\ HILE a friend and myself were taking, about sunset, 

our usual airing on elephants, L bade him remark on the 
tops of some hills, about three or four miles to the westward, 
a carious appearance resembling the spreading of smoke, which 
however seemed to extend to a greater distance, than it is cus- 
tomary for smoke to do. We were going forward, thinking 
nothing more of the matter, when in a quarter of an hour, wy 
companion attracted my attention suddenly, to my “ cloud of 
smoke ;” which we found to be a vast host of locusts fast ap- 
proaching towards us. In a short time, we found ourselves in 
the midst of them. I know not how to give an adequate idea 
of their numbers ; further than by declaring, that I believe, I 
never was in a shower of snow so thick. The appearance of 
the atmosphere, and the enemies with which we were assailed, 
were so auusual, that they actually caused a sensation of fear 
in our elephants. Myriads settled over the country; and the 
damage they would have done in their course, would perhaps 
have been incalculable, had tie cultivation been in the ad- 
vanced state which it generally exhibits at this period of the 
year. We observed them sweeping over the country like « 
pestilential cloud, literally darkening the air. 


Acra, August 2, 181i}. 


It is now eight or nine months since the locusts first made 
their appearance: we have had them in the cold weather, in 
the hot weather, and in the rains, For three days we have 
searcely seen the sun, whicu is uncommon in this part of the 
world. In the evening, yesterday, when it ceased to rain, the 
locusts poured in immense clouds from the south, and rested 
here tor the night. The day continuing wet and gloomy, they 
have not risen for their diurnal flight: notwithstanding every 
man who owns a field is exhausting his eloquence to persuade 
them. When beat up, they fly perhaps twenty yards, and 
agaiv alight. The natives say, there is a certain holy fakecs 
(an Jolus) who presides over the locusts, and bis seat is ia the 
midst of the Tibet hills—Illic vasto in aatro, imperic premit, 
ac vinculis et carcere ponit. They suppose that the usual tributc 
or offeugs have been withheld, and that the indignant fakcec 
has let louse these destructive legions, by way of puaishincut. 


Mr. Eviror, 


By travellers from the northward, we lately received infox- 
tation here, that the locusts had made their appearance in the 
9 Uppc r 
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upper provinces of Guzarat, and left the Purguna of Kuree, 
Kadanpore, Putun, Sumnee, Xc. in a most lamentable plight, as - 
great part of the crops were eaten up. [tis said they came 
through the Malwa country in their way, in which they have 
left behind them traces of their flight. ‘That being rather dis- 
tant from us here, we thought little of the Jocusts until the 
17th instant, when they paid us an unwelcome visit, and 
alarmed us much for the fate of the very promising crops in 
this district. Before we knew of their arrival, all the trees in 
the city and its suburbs were in an instant covered with them, 
and were partially divested of their foliage in a very short time; 
they came in such numbers, that a gentleman here shot from 
his window about 100 of them at one shot, while they rested 
ona tree in the front of his house; they arrived about two 
o'clock, and Jeft us in a couple of hours with the afternoon 
breeze, and were seen until near dusk flying in masses, resem- 
bling reddish clouds, towards the north, Next morning enoe 
ther flight of a much smaller size than those of the preceding 
day made their appearance, aud passed on in the saine direc- 
tion as the others. It was observed that they all came from 
the Rajpeeplee hills, in an easterly direction. 

This place during the memory of man has been three diffe- 
rent times visited by these destructive animals: once about 50 
years ago, during the government of the nabobs of Broach; 
afterwards in Mr. Gambier’s time about 35 years ago, during 
the former English government; and latterly, about 12 years 
ago, while Broach was in the hands of Scindia, and Apa Mul- 
har was governor. The locusts that came formerly were much 
larger in size than the present; among the Mahometans they 
are estecined a great delicacy, and were much sought after here 
—they first take off their heads, wings, and legs, and then dress 
them; they are reckoned not inferior to the prawn in flavour. 
We were unfortunate here in not baving bad a person that un- 
derstood bow to pickle the locusts, otherwise no doubt the 
Bombay epicures would have been presented with a few kegs 
of them ; however, two gentlemen here have preserved a few 
of them, the one in brandy, and the other in gin. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Your most obedient servant, 
m We Me 

Broach, 19th October, 1811. 





SINGULAR ESCAPE. 


OME time since, while a young woman, named Orr, was at 

work in Mr. Grimshaw’scotton factory, Belfast, her cloaths, 

by some accident, became entangled with the drum of the 
Vol. 53. 3G ma- 























350 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


anachine, which moves slowly round in a horizontal position. 
Her female cotmpanions in the room, dreadfully alarmed at 
her dangerous situation, endeavoured to pull her off by force, 
but were unable. At this critical moment, a man, also named 
Grr, with great presence of mind, seized the young woman, 
and, supporting her in his arm, continued to run found with 
her, upwards of 40 times, ’till the motion of the machine could 
be stopped, when she was at length diseutangled, and was 
found to have sustained very little injury. 








Description of a Visit to the Valley of Engelberg and the 
Alps, 


By Mr. W. 1. Reid. 


j E landed at Stanzstad; we passed Stanz, the principal 
place in Undetwald, and continued our route slong a 
rich valley strewed with cottages, encircled with parks aud 
meadows, and shaded with trees.’ The cattle, waiting for the 
season for mounting the Upper Alps, were spread all over this 
Vast surface. Here land and men, all seemed created for the 
aniwals, and subordinate to their’ wants and comforts! Even 
vhe stables here are large and commodious, while the houses 
are rather small, as if men were a second order of ‘beings, To 
separ, ite the different domains of the cattle, thick ledges are 
plantea’. which traverse thé roads in every ‘direction, so that 
the unfcsrtunate traveller is every moment obliged to leap over 
them, “hough out of some compassion for human beings, 
#reat ston, °s are plyced on cach side of these hedges to kelp 
‘Ahem to e}j, mb over, which incessant labour is, however, exces 
sively faticu ine. 

Ata league anda halt from Stanz we begin to ascend in au 
oblique direeyy ON towards the mountains which are at the left 
of the valley, w, hose surface is covered with a fine forest of firs. 
We suffered ayy ‘¢h from the heat which is concentrated in 
these de; es, thou eh the reed is uot more than two leagues. 


The view of the p. recipice wi ch terminates the road is sin- 
gular; its descent is excee daucly steep ; how ever, firs take root 
se trom t, 1° tor te the bottom, sv that one may, in 
sineasure He depth of the valley, by reckoning 
according tothenumhe ! of the hrs. 
liom the summit of the mountain we descend by a very 
v ef Engelberg; end scarcely have 
we find it closed, and nothing more 
brous mass of mountains clothed 
truly wild. Beyond us appear 
vher still; this is rather a long 
succession 
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some. degyee 


crooked way into the va! 
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succession of crags, enormously high, bristled with others of 
smaller dimensions, and both nearly covered with snow. This 
majestic chain encloses a cordon of charming little hills, partly 
covered with pastures, and partly with woods, that surround 
the valley of Engelberg, and protect it against the lavanges or 
falls of snow, which are incessanily precipitated from the high- 
est of the mountains. 

One cannot imagine any place more solitary, or more agree- 
able than this valley. It is a retreat that mature seems to have 
left by chance iv the midst of the rocks which she has aecu- 
mulated in this region, about three quarters of a league in 
Jength, aud one quarter broad. 

The hamlet of Engelberg and the abbey are in the centre; 
two torrents, one of them very impewious, roll at the foot of 
the hills, while between the two torrents and parallel with 
them, a small and tranquil river runs, which has its source 
near the abbey, without any of the appearances of any thing 
of this nature. 

The abbey of Engelberg is inhabited by the benedictinés, 
and the abbot is a prince of the holy empire, and sovereign of 
the valley under the protection of the cantons of Uri, Under- 
wald, and Berne, which surround it. The abbey and the 
church belonging to it are edifices simple in their construction, 
but yet very striking by a singularity which decorates them; a 
fine black marble there supplies the place of stone, and forms 
a charming contrast with the shining white of the rest of these 
buildings. The arches, the pavement, the steps of the church 
and the ¢ loisters, are of this marble. 

The riches of this abbey is in its pasturages, and the whole 
plain is divided into parks, to each of which a house and a 
flock are attached. Duiing summer the catile go in search of 
pastures more aromatic in the Alps, and return into the valley 
as soon xs the saows begin to incommode them in the moun- 
tains. The cheeses made here are very large and good, and 
large quantities of them are sent into Laly by way of Altdorf 
and St. Gothard. 

We passed away two days in wandering about this part of 
the country, before we visited the abbey, where, recommended 
by M. de Py Ter, we were cordially received and splendidly 
treated, according to the manner of the country. On the fol- 
lowing day they provided us with a sure man, a hunter of the 
chamois, to conduct us across the chain of wountains which 
we still had to traverse. ‘The winter of 1776 had been one of 
tne longest and hardest known for a long time; ail the ways 
were obstructed by enurmeus quantities of snow, which stub- 
boraly resisted the stn, even in the spring. Some people 
thonght we had been the first who had dared to undertake the 
route rom Hasly; but we knew that, two days before, three 
G 2g peasants 
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peasants from Berne had traversed the mountain with the same 
design ‘as ourselves. It is true we did not know what had 
become of them; however, fortified with a good breakfast, 
we left the abbey at three in the morning, in hopes of getting 
up to the highest snows before they began to melt. As we 
snew we shotid sink pretty deep into them, we had furnished 
ourselves with good gaiters and long staves, Our guides also 
catried our provisions, consisting of a loaf, a quarter of a 
cheese, and two pints: of excellent wine of Italy, the whole 
well fixed upon the hooks he had with him; thus we merrily 
proceeded through the valley, and gained the first mountains. 

The day now began to appear, and though the bottom was 
still in darkness the surrounding summits were tinctured with 
a fine rosy colour; we left behind us the naked peak of the 
Engelbetz, which has the shape of a sharp cone, and from 
which ithas been said, angels having been heard to sing, it 
derived the name of Engelberg, or the Angel’s hill. When I 
first heard this extravagant story, | inspected the place very 
narrowly, and I was convinced that common fame had not 
given the angels a theatre unworthy of them. 

We now begaft to ascend rapidly; the valley we had quitted 
appeared like a deep ravine or pit, on the borders of which we 
seemed suspended, The sun rose, and the vapours of the 
earth, repelled by its first rays, rolled beneath us like an irri- 
tated sea. Very soon we entered a labyrinth, creeping between 
the arches formed by the second range of hills; all was 
covered with a short grass, without any mixture of aromatic 
plants. 

Our ascent being extremely fatiguing, after a weary walk of 
two hours we reached the first snows, and we enjoyed a view 
perfectly corresponding with that we had just lost. The little 
green valleys we had passed were beneath us, and before us 
another labyrinth appeared, which it was necessary we should 
explore. One sheet of white snow uniformly presented itset 
to wur eyes, crowned with summits of such a prodigious height, 
presenting the same aspect as the terrible deserts of Green- 
Jaud or Spitsberg. Before us was the Dituisberg, whose sam- 
mit, hollowed into the form of a saddle, occasioned it to: be 
called by the name of Sattel, and by this distinguished from 
the summits: that surround it. This mountain, in particular, 
may be seen from several places in Alsace, and especially from 

he tower of Strasbourg. ‘The monks of the abbey of Engel- 

berg have assured ane, that in the month of August, when the 
top of the mountain is accessible, they can distinguish the 
steeple of Strasbourgh very plainly with their glasses, when it 
happens to be a clear day; from Strasbourzh to Ditthisberg, it 
is about fifty leagues, and I believe this‘ rlation of the bene- 
dictines is subject to some doubt, 
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After a march of an hour and a half in deep snows, sus- 
pende:! upon the steep declivity of the mountains, we attained 
the highest range next the summit, when, turaing suddenly to 
our right, we left this mountain to the left, separated from us 
by a precipice. , 

The sun had now attained the horizon, and the snows began 
to melt so fast that we never slipped into them less at one time 
than up to the thigh, and sometimes-up to the waist; especially 
when we were near any of those rocks of granite, which 
pierce the snows, and reflect the heat of the sun upon those 
that encircle them. At this height we experienced a subject 
of affright sufficiently well founded, and which keld us for 
some imimutes in the most dreadful uncertainty: the sheet of 
snow upon which we walked was suspended upon the declivity 
of the mountain ; this was extremely loose, and at every step 
we took seemed disposed to slip over into the precipice. Some 
parts of it we saw separating from the mass every moment, and 
drawing ethers after them, forming beneath us such petty falls 
or lavanges, which would have amused us much by the noisex 
which they made, if we had not been alarmed at what was 
forming overour heads. All at once the falling became gene- 
ral,and we saw a current formed from the top to the bottom; 
our guide was abaut a hundred paces before us, when he found 
himself suddeuly carried away by this torrent of snow, and was 
instantly half swallowed up. Judge of our situation ; Jost in 
the midst of eternal snows, in a labyrinth of mountains heaped 
upon each other, the passage from whence we were ignorant 
of, and under the impossibility of returning; all these ideas 
occurred to us, when the falling snows suddenly coming in 
contact with some points of granite rock, which separated the 
mass and opposed its descent, discovered our guide much 
benumbed, but yet so little deranged that he had not even lost 
our provisions, which fortunately for us were well secured ; it, 
however, took nearly a quarter of an hour to get him up to us 
again. 

Ln this region we met with two torrents, which embarrassed 
us a little upon these heights: nothing is more troublesome 
than the waters that frequently break out accidentally, and 
which as to their coarse and volume, however well we may 
know the country, nothing cau be foreseen. One of these 
torrents that we had traced for a long time, led us at length to 
a bridge of ice, the solidity of which, as it was necessary to 
pass it, we had much reason to doubt. Compulsion, bowever, 
here ‘vdmitted of no evasion; it carried us over in safety, 
because the sun as yet had wot reached it; one hour later, and 
perhaps we should have risked the most imminent danger in 
passing this singular arch, 


At 











554 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


At length, we, atrived to the part most elevated of any in 
the course of our journey: we marched upon a ridge which 
separated two precipices ; the oue between us and the Dittlis- 
berg was the most frightful. Here we found ourseives so much 
exhausted with hanger and fatigue, as to have occasion for our 
provisions; we therefore chose a flat rock for our place of 
repose. ‘Phe guide and myself had the precauiion to mount 
on the shady side, while my companion, who would get up on 
the other, where ihe snow was softened by the sun, slipped into 
it up to his neck, and we bad some trouble to extricate hia 
from hiissituation. 

Prom the summit of this rock we had one of those views 
which are peculiar to the urost elevated of the Alps, Inthe 
course of a long and deep valley, covered with spoiless snow, 
we saw here and there some rocks of granite, appeariag like so 
many islands emerged from the frozen ocean. 

The fright‘ul summits on the borders of this valley, equally 
covered with ice and snow, reflected the rays of the san under 
all the shades between white and azure; the summits diminish 
‘by degrees according to their distance from us, and form a long 
succession of streaks, the least of which appeared to be of the 
same colour as the azure heavens in which they were lost, 
Nothing can appear more majestic than the heavens secn from 
these heights during the night. ‘The brilliant light of the stars 
does not experience that twinkling here which commonly dis- 
tinguishes them from the planets; the moon, our sister and 
companion in these celestial toarbillions, appeared nearer to us 
thao ordinary, though its diameter was mech diminished, and 
it vilers some rest to the eye, long wandering in immensity of 
space. It.is clear that it isa globe which travels in the ueighy 
bourhood of our planet. The sun likewise affords us a new 
spectacle ; small and almost deprived of rays, it shines, pever- 
theless, with incredible splendour, and its light is of the most 
dazzling whiteness; one is astonished to see its disk plainly di- 
vided, and contrasting it with the profound obscurity of a 
heaven, whose deep blue seems to retire far off: that star 
sifords us an imposing idea of the immensity in which our 
orb revolves, 

Oue may say that during summer there is no night on these 
touvtains : fiom the bottom of the plain they may be seen 
tinged with purple long after the setting of the sun, whem the 
vailies are already involved jn obseurity; and a long time 
before day-break they announce its return by a fine red, ad- 
imirably. sheded upon the ices of silver and azure which crowa 
their summiis. 

After a plentiful breakfest we continued our route: very 
soon the precipices on our right gave place to enormous piles 
of mountains belonging to the chain of Breenig, and we 
marched 
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marched upon the declivity of these mountains» qithout-dis- 
covering the least trace of a road, always suspended: over the 
deep vailey which separated us from the Dittlisberg. Here 
we were surprised at finding no snow, while all around us was 
covered ; this we attributed to the reverberation of the chain 
of Dittlisberg, the ices of which reflected the beat of the sun 
in a manner almost intolerable. Nothing io nature could be 
wore delightful than the enamelled ground on which we trod 3 
scarcely had we left the snows, than the flowers we trod on, 
and the odour they breathed, delighted every sense. Hvery 
thing of the kind here, even to the bear’s ear, is indigenous, 
while the aromatics, the serpolet, and the thyme are’'so rich in 
essence, that every step we took we found the atmosphere im- 
pregnated with perfumes the most delicious. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





Method of Washing Wool in Spain. 


N the month of April the sheep begin their return from the 
plains to the mountains. In May they are shorn, aa ope- 
ration of considerable magnitude in Spain, because it is per- 
formed in great buildings capable of receiving whole flocks of 
forty, fifty, and sometimes sixty thousand sheep. The sheep- 
shearing is a time of rejoicing, beth to the owner and work- 
mer. A hundred and twenty-five workmen are necessary to 
every thousand sheep. Each sheep prodaces four sorts of 
wool, more or leas fine. In the neighbourhood of Segovia are 
several sliearing-lhouses—(esjuileos. ) 

When the shearing is finished, the wool is partly made up in 
bags, sent to the sea-ports, and shipped without any other pre- 
paration ; partly, tothe washing or scouring places in differeut 
pat's of Castile. There are several in the district of Segovia, 
the principal of which is that of Ortijosa, or Otejos. Ail the 
wool used in the royal manulactory of San Fernando, in Gua- 
dalaxara, where the famous cloths of Vigonia are made, is 
scoured in this quarter. The qvantity annually scoured bere 
is (or rather was) about forty thousand arrobas (of @5lbs. each) 
being five hundred toas, which, by ibis operation, is reduced 
fo almost the half. Phe situation could not nave ucen beuer 
chosen ; it is very spacious, and forms a kind of bast, tue iu 
ner divisions of which are meadows, on an easy declivity, 
which termiaate in one common centre, and are opea to the 
tays of the sun in every direction. 

The wool is carried thither, each fleece as it was first made 
up from the sheep. In this form it is given to the sorters 
, (apartadores) who divide it into four heaps of different quai. 
F) ues, 
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ties. They are so accustomed to this busivess, which requires 
along apprenticeship, that they can tell, at first sight, from 
what part of the animal each jock has been taken. The coarsest 
is sold for the benefit of souls in purgatory ; for in Spain, re. 
ligion is connected with every thing. ‘The other three sorts, 
thus separated, ure extended,upon wooden hurdles, where they 
are spread, beaten, and cleansed from the dust and dirt 
adhering to them ; they are afierwards taken to the washing 
place. 

As soon as the water in the great copper, which is of an 
enormous size, is on the point of boiling, it is let out by. two 
great spigots that open or shut certain pipes by which it is con- 
veyed into three square wells, lined with hewn stone, and about 
three feetdeep. ‘The hot water falls upon a bed of woo! which 
covers the bottom of the well. The wool thus disposed is 
turned in every direction by three men,one to each weil. Each 
sort of wool is washed separately ; and, according to its fine- 
ness, requires the water to be more or less heated. 

After this first operation the wool is again spread upon hur- 
dles, to drain off the water, and with it the filth which it has 
begun to dissolve. These hurdles are placed in the interval of 
three or four feet, which separates the stone walls from the nar- 
row aqueduct, also of stone, through which rans a stream of 
cold water. A man placed at the entrance of the aqueduct 
receives the wool, and throws it in,. while five men, who stand 
by.the side below the first man, press and rub it with their feet 
as it passes, and send it from one to the other. Still lower dowa 
are other workmen who stop it in its passages, aud throw it on 
a stone slope, where it drains, while the water runs off into a 
gutter contrived below the slope. A net, placed at the extre- 
mity of the little aqueduct, retains the loose wool that is carried 
uway by the current 

When the wool is well drained, it is spread upon the decli- 
vity of the meadows befure-mentioned, and four fine sun 
days are scarcely sufficient to dry it thoroughly. When quik 
dry, it is put into bags, and carried away. initial letters upon 
the bags indicate the sort of wool contained in each; and, be- 
sides these, there is a maik which distinguishes the flock by 
which it was furnished ; so that a connoisseur, who saw the 
buys, would say, that is fine or superfine woo) of the Negrett, 
Escurial, or Bejar flocks. Upon a smaller scale, then, this 
mode consists in washing the wool, when sorted, in hot water 
by steeping aud turning only ; an! afterwards weil rinsing it, 
by pressing it perpendicularly and sideways, in a current of 
c'sar cold water, and drying it. 
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Description of the Cossack who came to London lately on 
a Visit. , 


[S stature is about six feet; his make robust and manly; 

his features, better, and his countenance, though rough 
aud soldier-like, more expressive and gentle than the idéas that 
we generally associate with his nation. His beard, which is 
long and grey, and appears to have very little ayt bestowed in 
the shaping of it, is very formidable, adding much to the power 
of his eyes, which, though light in coloar, beam fortli abéve 
his grisly hedge with much fire and fierceness. His hair, less 
grey. than his. beard, flowing unconfined and unadorned, is 
combed back over bis neck about the length of six inches; on 
the forehead it is cut short and straight. His dress consists of 
a blue jacket and loose trowsers of coarse cloth, with shoes 
very broad and round at the toes, as if to allow, free action to 
the feet, on which he stands remarkably straight and firm, with 
all the effect attending the front and station of a soldier on 
parade, but without the stiffnesss. His hand is remarkably 
broad in its spread, though his fingers are not long; and he 
manages his arms, consisting of a pistol, a muskei,a sabre, and 
along pike, with wonderful address and ease, and carries them 
without the least appearance of being incumbered by their 
weight, or inconvenienced by the length of the musket and 
pike. He was sent over for the purpose of gratifying British 
curiosity with a sight of one of the best specimens of those 
warriors who have done so much for the deliverance of Eu- 
rope. 





REFLECTION. 


OW few are there that justly estimate the comforts of a 
quiet conscience, or sufficicotly reflect that they greatly 
surpass the greatest sinful indulgences ! 





A QUESTION, by F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford. 


iy you ten times the years I’ve liy’d 
By ten score inultiply, 

And trom this sam four times their cube 
Substract you wall desery, 

That what remains is equal to 

Four hundred umes my age, 

Which for to tell | humbly beg, 

hind gents. you will engage. 


Vol. 53.. > H Answer 
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Answer, by R. R. Broad, late of the Custom-House at Falmouth, to F. L. 


Veysey’s Rebus, inserted February 22. 


RATO is the muse you mean, 
As in your lines is plainly seen. 





Answer, by G. Eyers, Jun. of Okejord Fitzpain, to H. Welsford’s Rebus, in- 


sertéd March 15. 


HE answer will, if I am right, 
Bring a TARANTULA to sight. 


> A similar answer has been received from R. R. Broad, of Falmouth ; 
W. Leder, of Okeford Fitzpaine; and J, W..of Charmouth, 





A REBUS, dy M. B. of Sherborne. 
MoM“ first is what I daily do, 


And ’tis likewise, Sirs, done by you ; 
A vowel next you'll call to mind; ’ 
And then a pronoun quickly find; 
These will, uniess I much mistake, 
An ancient mountain plainly make. 





ee 





A CHARADE, by F. L. Veysey, of Rackenford. 


HEN ignivorous eannon issue death 
To snatch from heroes !ife-sustaining breath, 
heir fulmination shakes the ambient air, 
And my bright first illumes the field where horrors stare ; 
Should Neptune’s empire in confusion rise, 
And foaming billows kiss the sable skics, 
Then would my second be with fury driv’n 
By that imperious pow’r who rales the winds of heav’n. 
In yonder port I see, with patriot pride, 
My whole at anchor not unsately ride, 
«¢ Wich pennant waving, and with canvas furl’d,” 
In Albion’s gallant fleet, the terror of the world. 
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An ENIGMA, by Senex, of St, Enoder. 


EAR gents. awhile I pray attend 
To one who may be deem*d a friend ; 
Tho’ on yon hiil I do reside, 
I am the valley’s boast and pride ; 
‘And ip the verdant spring am seen 
Array’d in nature’s jovely green ; 
Often in ove a tuneful choir 
Awake to tenderest strains the lyre ; 
While all around, at least should be, 
Transported with the melody. 
Altho’ in summer I’m so gays 
Aad scem to be the pride of May, 
When winter comes, with all his train, 
Of storms, and frosts, and snow, and rain, 
Quite naked T appear, and lo! 
I tremble when the cold winds blow. 
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Lines written at the Time of my Father's Convalescency afler a severe 
Tilness. 


4 time is come f little thought to see, 
Strange revolution for my sire and me; 
He who was lately rack’d by dire disease, 
Which for a time no med’cine Could appease, 
Doth on his bed, where sickness hekd her reign, 
Rest undisturb’ d by anguish, or by pain; 
His jangucr, paleness, now recede apace, 
And health advances to adorn his face; 
Contentment swéet pervades his aged breast, 
His soul’s now tranquil, and his mudd at rest, 
But while my parent’s agonies remain’d, 
And pale disorder o’er hrs body reign’d, 
Of sorrow’s cup I copiously partook, 
To bear his groans, to meet ¢’ch wishful look, 
Which he on me in quick succession cast, 
While every one I 2 ear’d would be the last. 
Nought could I find to cheer my wounded heart, 
Tears did assuage, but not subdue the smart. 
In secret orisons | Heaven implor’d, 
‘Vo send him mercy whom I so deplor’d; 
Heav’n heard my pensive voice, and gave relief, 
Which dash’d upon the ground iny cup of ‘grief ; 
Ecstatic joy’s now in my saul, ‘to see 
My much- toed father thus restor’d to me, 
His wonted.vigour may he seon possess, 
Since God has deign’d his illness to repress! 
O I shall ne’er forget th’ alternate fears 
And hopes that ¢eiz’d me, as I dew’d with tears 
His downy couch, to him a thorny bed, 
Where on his bosom droop’d his aching head ; 
One minute | had hopes he would survive, 
‘The next could scarce perceive he was alive. 
No longer now, tha. k Heav’n! a doubt remains, 
The great Almighty has repell’d his pains, 
Source of all Good! in whom my trust shall be, 
Tis thou hast work’d this change for my dear sire and me, 


Rackenford. F. L. VEYSEY. 
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THE POWER OF TIME. 


Ww" Li hostile nations madly rages 
\i i tyrants plan to grasp tae world 3 


ile plus and schemes their thoughts engages 
By time the y ll be tu noting hurl’d, 
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The high and great in splendour shine; 
Some taste misfortune’s bitter gall ; 
Some at their humble Jot repine ; 
But time shail equalize them all. 


How-futile are the schemes of man, 
Vain honour, title, empire too; 
Tmbecile every ‘mortal plan, 
For time will nature’s self self subdue, 


What is the mighty conqu’ror’s n: ume | 
That scatters mis’ry, famine, woe ! 

His pow’r, awbition, conquest, fame, 
Thou, mig shtier tiie! shalt overthrow. 








Then why should man attempt to soar 
Beyond the stdte unto burn given? | ; 

Or choose the way to mortal pow’r, , 
Before the. road to God and Heaven? 


Letharvic man! to life arise, 

In Jesu’s{praise thy hours employ ; 
And build # fabric in the skies, 

That time itse}f can ne’er destroy. 


Coldridge, March 18, 1813. ; J: CHAPPLE., 
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ON THE DBATH OF J*** He***, OF DARTMOUTH. 


OW pregnant with vicissitudes * ' 
Are feeble mortals’ ficeting days! 

To blast each prospect grief intrudes, 
And death‘ araund his sceptre sways, 


Delighted, oft we view the rose, 
Unfold its beauties tv the gun; 

But ere night’s etckly taper glows, 
The beauteous flow'r, alas! is gone. 


Se Jane, with health and vigour fraught, 
Beheld the nuptial sun arise ; 

But ere around the year was brought, 
Grim death had cios’d the faiz-one’s eyes. 





Blest with a mother’s tender name, 
She with delight her infant view’d; 

But fell disease had seiz’d her frame, 
And death his potent mandate shew’d. ' 


But cheer’d by HIM who gave the blow, 
She met the summons without fear, 
Prepar’d by faith from earth to go, 1 
To dwell in Heav’n’s celestial sphere. ' 

4 


Blest are the dead, how doubly blest, 
W ho in the Lord and Saviour dic! 

They from their ev’ry labour rest, 
And sing with triumph in the sky! d 


Dartmouth. 





